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Have you ever noticed how some people make godliness look easy?  Their lives are full of grace toward others.  They face adversity with a steady confidence in God.  They exude joy in Christ.  
In think of people like Joseph in the Old Testament, or Daniel.  In the way they lived, they made godliness look easy.  Last week, I was speaking with the Rowan family about Dr. Glen Knecht.  He makes godliness look easy.

Yet the truth is that when you come to know the lives of any of these sorts of people, you discover they have gone through deep trials.  That’s how maturity comes, in persevering through hard things.

There comes a point when the old, easy assumptions we attached to God’s promises of peace, long life, and prosperity collapse.  His promises are true and real.  It is just that they do not come in place of hardship or suffering but in spite of them.
Maturity comes as God draws us closer to himself in the midst of these things, so we come to know, “God is my peace.  God is my life, God is my wealth.”  These phrases may sound trite coming from me, but for those who have persevered through hard things, they are deeply and joyfully felt.

Habakkuk is a book that leads us through that perilous inner journey to maturity.  

Last week we heard Habakkuk’s prayer.  “Why do you make me look at injustice?  Why do you tolerate wrong?”  Why do you not purge the land and restore prosperity to Judah?
I want to comment on this.  You may not agree with me, but I offer this as something to weigh for yourself.

I wonder if Habakkuk’s starting point is the not the starting point for many in America as we pray for a short lived judgment followed by a long lived revival.  We may be convinced we pray this way for God’s glory, but could it not be that we pray for the nation’s return to moral and spiritual health for our own security, peace and prosperity?
This is where God’s agenda and our agendas may differ.  God’s agenda is for his kingdom to come when ours is for our kingdom to receive his favor and last to the end of time.

The coming of God’s kingdom to this world is impossible apart from judgment.  Because this world is in rebellion.
So God’s answer to Habakkuk appalls and frightens him.  He is going to use the Babylonians to devastate the land.  Rough times are going to yield before terrible times. This leaves the prophet even more upset.  So he launches a second protest beginning in verse 12:  

“Are You not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my Holy One? We shall not die.  O LORD, You have appointed them for judgment; O Rock, You have marked them for correction.  You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness.”

 “Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One?  We shall not die.”  This is the heart of the protest.  How can you destroy us when you have pledged yourself to us?  

O Lord, Yahweh, the one who is always with us, we shall not die.  My Holy One, O Rock who is our security and strength, we shall not die.
True, Habakkuk proceeds to argue with God that were he to favor the wicked Babylonians to destroy Judah, that would contradict his character.  He has eyes that are too pure to even look on evil.  

But this is not the heart of his argument.  The heart of his argument is not how could He favor them.  It is how can He favor them against us?  We shall not die.
Now we come to the turning point in the book.  I would expect
it to turn on something God says or does.  But clearly it turns on something the prophet does.  Look with me at the first verse of chapter 2:  “I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts; I will look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give this complaint.”
A rampart was the walkway near the top of the wall surrounding a city where the watchman stood to observe what was happening beyond.  A rampart in effect raised a watchman above the present --  all that was happening below -- to see the future -- what was coming from distance.    

The prophets repeatedly used the image a watchman for themselves.  The rampart was the place of persistent listening prayer apart from, or above, the distraction of the present.

So here is the evidence of Habakkuk’s sincerity in crying out to God and the turning point of the book.  His determination to seek an answer.
It is a mark of immaturity merely to complain and protest, and then suddenly turn away.  We deal with this as we raise our children.  Couples deal with this as they grow up in their marriages.  Yet in our relationship with God, how often is this just how we behave?  
We shoot up a complaint, or raise a question, or ask why, and then refuse to listen.  We immediately turn back to whatever was bothering us.  We tend to pray and leave, to raise questions, or express anger toward God, to ask him why or how long but then forget to listen.
Habakkuk underscores that the cruel worship their cruelty.  I am afraid that the busy worship their business, their ability to do four things poorly at once.  So we barely take time to ask and no time to listen.  God understands because we are busy.  

We pour out our hearts over this or that problem that we are helpless to solve.  We may ask for wisdom.  We say “Amen” so we can promptly start worrying again.  

It is one thing to bring our questions, our problems and confusion before God.  That is not the same as presenting ourselves before him, to lay our open hears before him, to invite his examining us and his speaking to us.

After presenting his complaint before the Lord, Habakkuk presented himself expecting an answer.  

I suppose it can be argued that that if you want something badly enough you will imagine yourself receiving it.  But it also is true that if you do not expect God to answer, you won’t “waste your time” waiting for it.  You’ll climb down from the rampart.  You’ll get back to the distractions and business of life.

Habakkuk was utterly sincere in seeking an answer.  This was his turning point.  The Lord honored him.
(Verses 2-3) He told him to inscribe the revelation on tablets.  That recalls the ten commandments, doesn’t it?  This was going to be important, very important, a message for all ages.
He tells him to write the letters large enough to that a herald can read it while running.  This is news to be shared as widely as possible.  There’s no time to waste.  

God gives his revelation in response to the prophet’s present quandary, but “it speaks of the end.”  That is, to the final disposition of all things, redemption and judgment.  In fact it can be translated:  “It pants for the end.”  It longs for the end.
This revelation not only is what is determining the course of judgment in the present but shapes the course of history until the end when all things come to light.

Here it is, summarized in verse 4.  The rest of the book fleshes it out in the series of five woes against the wicked and in songs of praise and worship by the righteous.   

See, he (the wicked) is puffed up; his desires are not upright (literally, his soul is not right in him)  – but the righteous will live by his faith.”

Throughout scripture the proud are described as puffed up.  Don’t think of a balloon or a puffer fish.  Think of a tumor ready to rupture, or a corpse bloated in the sun ready to burst.  Babylon, along with all the proud in Judah, was death waiting to happen.

The proud reject God’s rule.  They make up their own rules.  They assume they are the source of their own goodness, that theirs is the only righteousness that matters, that the only justification that matters is their justifying themselves.  Their end is destruction, summed up in the five woes that follow.  
The day is coming when this could not be clearer.
But the righteous will live by faith.  Where have you heard that?  In the New Testament?  Yes, in Romans 1, in Galatians 3, in Hebrews 10, all quoting our prophet.
Habakkuk had protested, “We shall not die.” God responds, the righteous shall live through faith.

The soul of the proud cannot be saved.  The soul of the just most certainly shall be -- through faith in God to keep his word, to fulfill his promises, to forgive sin.  Through faith.
This is the greatest lesson that you can learn in this life.  This is the truth being worked out in the history of Judah and Babylon.  There was no future for proud; and geography could not determine who the proud were or were not.  This is a matter of a person’s relation to God, not a nation; and to his Kingdom, not their own. 

Verse 3 concluded, “Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.”  But I must tell you the Hebrew may also be translated, and the LXX did translate it, “Though he linger, wait for him; he will certainly come and will not delay.”  

God was giving Habakkuk a revelation that depends on Christ for its fulfillment, to be seen clearly.  It would not depend on an earthly king – that dream had been crushed.  It would not depend on Habakkuk or some other prophet’s ministry.  They might argue with God, but they could not remove guilt.  They could not avert judgment.  

It depends on Christ.  On the cross he accomplished our salvation for us.  He took our guilt from us; he suffered our judgment for us.  He offers us that great salvation as a free gift, as a matter of grace, that we receive through faith.  Faith is the key.
To believe in Christ is to receive life.  Those who trust in him believe his word though surrounded by moral chaos and upheaval.  Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vine, they trust him.  Though the olive crop fails and fields produce no food, they trust him.  Though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, they trust him as their Savior.

They pray, “Thy kingdom come, they will be one on earth as it is in heaven,” and they rejoice because it is true.  The just shall live by faith

Those who make godliness look easy are those who have walked this out through many trials and untold hardships.  But it is how we arrive at the place in our lives where instead of pitting ourselves at odds with the Lord, we find our peace in him.  Instead of struggling with him as an adversary, we rejoice in him as our Savior.
The old, easy assumptions we attached to God’s promises will collapse.  In their place is true fellowship with Christ, and eternal life.

PAGE  
1

